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divorce has proved no protection against a brutal husband
for a pliant wife incapable of asserting and at times evert
unwilling to assert herself. It is, therefore, in the
interest of reform for reformers to avoid hysterics and
exaggerations.
Nevertheless the occurrence to which this article
draws attention is not an altogether uncommon occurrence
in Hindu society. Hindu culture has erred on the side of
excessive subordination of the wife to the husband, and
has insisted on the complete merging of the wife in the
^husband. This has resulted in the husband sometimes
usurping and exercising authority that reduces him to the
level of the brute. The remedy for such excesses, therefore,
lies not through the law but through the true education of
women as distinguished from unmarried girls, and through
cultivating public opinion against unmanly conduct on the
part of husbands. In the case in point the remedy is
incredibly simple. Instead of the brother and other rela-
tives feeling helpless and weeping with the distressed girl,
they should clothe her with protection, educate her to
believe that it is no part of her duty to placate a sinful
husband or to seek his company. It is quite evident that
the husband himself does not care for the wife. She may,
therefore, without breaking the legal tie, live apart from
her husband's roof and feel as if she had never been
married. Of course there are two legal remedies open even
to a Hindu wife for whom a divorce is unobtainable, and
that is to have the husband punished for common assault
and to insist upon his supporting the wife. Experience
tells me that this remedy is in most cases, if not in all,
worse J;han useless, and it never brings any comfort to a
virtuous woman and makes the question of the husband's
reform more difficult if not impossible, which after all
should be the aim of society, more so of every wife. In the
present instance the girl's parents are well able to support
her, but where it is not possible, the number of institutions
that would give shelter to such ill-treated women is
growing in the country. There still remains the question